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Some feminist scholars emphasize the importance of examining the interlocking, or inter-
section, of race, class, and gender.157 The development of an intersectional perspective on 
gender and race is rooted in the work of scholars focusing on women of color.158

Amanda Burgess-Proctor identified key conceptual factors that distinguish multiracial 
feminism from other feminist perspectives.159 First, multiracial feminism claims that gender 
relations do not exist in a vacuum; rather, men and women are also characterized by their 
race, class, sexuality, age, physical ability, and other social locations of inequality. Second, 
multiracial feminism stresses the importance of recognizing the ways intersecting systems 
of power and privilege interact on all social-structural levels. Third, multiracial feminism 
is founded on the concept of relationality; this “assumes that groups of people are socially 
situated in relation to other groups of people based on their differences.”160 Other key 
conceptual facets to multiracial feminism include appreciating the interaction of social 
structure and women’s agency, implementing various methodological approaches, and an 
emphasis on understandings founded on the lived experiences of women. This evolving per-
spective uses various terms such as multiracial feminism, multicultural feminism, and U.S. 
Third World feminism.161 Another issue that has been raised by feminist scholars is that, 
when conducting research on women, it is essential that one avoid placing these women 
as either offenders or victims. This has been referred to as the “blurred boundaries” theory 
of victimization and criminalization. As Mary Gilfus notes, “criminalization is connected 
to women’s subordinate position in society where victimization by violence coupled with 
economic marginality related to race, class, and gender all too often blur the boundaries 
between victims and offenders.”162 This false categorization of women as either offenders 
or victims does not provide an enhanced understanding about women who commit crime.

Lisa Maher critiqued both traditional and feminist research with respect to the importance 
of not overemphasizing or ignoring women’s agency.167 The more traditional approach 
often overlooks the social locations of women’s marginalization and places too much 
emphasis on female offenders as “active subjects” who pursue criminal opportunities. This 
places women with “overendowed” agency. On the other end of the spectrum, more associ-
ated with some feminist research, women are denied agency. Thus, “women are portrayed 

Again, referring to the King of 
Babylon, Hammurabi, and the 
“Code of Laws,” there are a few 
references to the crime of robbery:

•• If a man has committed
highway robbery and has
been caught, that man shall 
be put to death.

•• If the highwayman has not
been caught, the man that
has been robbed shall
state on oath what he has
lost and the city or district
governor in whose territory
or district the robbery took
place shall restore to him
what he lost.163

According to the FBI’s Uniform 
Crime Reports, robbery is defined 
as “the taking or attempting to take 
anything of value from the care, 
custody, or control of a person or 
persons by force or threat of force 
or violence and/or by putting the 
victim in fear.”164 Below are some 
key findings on robbery; these are 
based on the FBI’s report Crime in 
the United States, 2014:

•• An estimated 325,802
robberies occurred nation-
wide in 2014.

•• When comparing the 2013
and 2014 robbery rates, the
rate decreased by 5.6%.

•• An estimated $400 million
in losses were attributed to
robberies in 2014.

•• The average dollar value
amount of property stolen
per reported robbery was
$1,227. Banks were listed
as the highest average dollar
loss at $3,816 per offense.

•• Strong-arm tactics were
used in 43.0% of the rob-
beries, firearms were used
in 40.3%, knives and cut-
ting instruments were used
in 7.9%, and other danger-
ous weapons were used in
8.8% of robberies in 2014.
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women’s agency: 
the more traditional 
approach overlooks social 
locations of women’s 
marginalization and places 
too much emphasis on 
female offenders as “active 
subjects” who pursue 
criminal opportunities. 
On the other end, 
women are denied 
agency and situated 
as mere instruments 
for the reproduction 
of determining social 
structures.


